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            Announcement

            SHEG has
 a new name

            The Stanford History Education Group has spun out of Stanford to become the Digital Inquiry Group. Now operating as an independent nonprofit, DIG still has the same team and resources available to you for free, as always.
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      Topic: U.S. History
Time Period: Civil War and Reconstruction
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            The constitutional amendments passed during Reconstruction vastly expanded formerly enslaved people's rights and opportunities. At the same time, the Black Codes passed in most Southern towns, cities, and states curtailed those rights and opportunities. The tension between African Americans’ federal and local rights raises questions about the impact of Reconstruction on the freedom of formerly enslaved people. In this structured academic controversy, students examine constitutional amendments, a Black Code, a personal account of a formerly enslaved person, and other documents to answer the question: “Were African Americans free during Reconstruction?"


[Student Materials updated on 9/13/22.]


      
      
                




          

  
            Image: Political cartoon lampooning Andrew Johnson's Reconstruction created by Thomas Nast in 1866. From HarpWeek.
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      Support us

    
      We’re committed to providing educators accessible, high-quality teaching tools. That’s why all our lessons and assessments are free. Please consider donating to DIG to support our creation of new materials. All gifts made to DIG are tax deductible.
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